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Turkey’s	 southern	 border.	 For	 example,	 the	 country’s	 main	 counternarcotics	 arm,	 the	







officials	 have	 been	 overwhelmingly	 silent	 about	 the	 rise	 in	 smuggling.	 And	 Ankara	 has	 long	





















ostensibly	 to	 encourage	 foreign	 investment.	 The	 move	 has	 raised	 concerns	 among	 such	
international	watchdogs	as	 the	Financial	Action	Task	Force,	which	has	 long	 lobbied	Turkey	 to	
strengthen	 its	 laws	 against	 money	 laundering.	 What’s	 more,	 in	 March	 2016,	 the	 U.S.	 State	
Department	issued	a	report	on	the	transparency	and	efficacy	of	Turkish	officers	and	courts	tasked	
with	 overseeing	 the	 country’s	 financial	 sector,	 going	 so	 far	 as	 to	 call	 Turkey’s	 anti-money-
laundering	 mechanisms	 “weak	 and	 lacking	 in	 many	 of	 the	 necessary	 tools	 and	 expertise	 to	
effectively	counter	[terrorism	financing].”	Just	a	month	before	the	State	Department	issued	the	
report,	Italian	prosecutors	initiated	an	investigation	of	Erdogan’s	eldest	son,	Bilal,	on	suspicion	
























from	 the	 last	 year	 suggest	 that	 investigations	 into	 more	 conventional	 organized	 crime	 have	
dramatically	 decreased.	 One	 possible	 explanation	 for	 this	 decline	 could	 be	 the	 rapid	
reconstitution	of	Turkish	law	enforcement	after	the	July	2016	coup	attempt.	In	order	to	refill	the	
ranks	of	 the	security	agencies,	Ankara	has	 lowered	the	basic	educational	standards	 for	police	
recruitment.	New	police	have	been	sworn	in	without	adequate	training	or	vetting,	casting	doubt	
on	the	competency	and	professionalism	of	officers	assigned	to	KOM	and	the	Turkish	National	
Police.	 “Turkish	 law	 enforcement	 agencies,”	 according	 to	 one	 former	 official,	 “have	 been	
profoundly	 traumatized	 and	 demoralized	 as	 a	 result	 of	 the	 purges.	 Institutional	 memory,	
experience,	and	many	other	capacities	have	been	lost.”		
	












As	 for	 its	 relationship	with	 the	 United	 States,	 Turkey	was	 once	 a	 reliable	 partner	 in	 fighting	
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